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‘hite

Probe

Louse

efends CIA

By Carroll Kilpatrick

*_ Washington Post Stat! Writer

The Wmte House yesterday rejected cntlmsm of the-

Inewly appointed commission

o investigate the Central

Intelligence Agency and said its members had no con-
nections with the agency that would hamper them in

their inquiry.

Press secretary Ron Nessen also said the Whlte House

would not try to prevent CIA®™

officials from testifying be-
fore congressional committees
that plan to study charges that
the agency. spied on Ameri-
cans in this country, which
would be a violation of the
law.

Several committees have in-|;
dicated a desire to study the
allegations. Sen. John J.I:
Sparkman (D-Ala.), who is to],
be chairman of the Foreign|,
Relations Committee, yester-
day asked for prompt CIA
compliance with a new law re-
stricting
overseas.

Sparkman wrote to CIA Di-
rector William E. Colby asking
him to identify any covert op-|:
erations and report on them to
the Foreizn Relations and;*
House TForvign Affalrs com- ’

covert operations|;

mittees.

The 1974 foreign aid act,
which 3y, Ford sigzned last
-month, cuts off funds for ally;
CIA activities abroad except|
those “intended solely for ob-|
taini:::—; necessary  intelli-|:

anee,”

'1"1 » anly eYLeptwns can be
operations tiue President finds :
important to national security
and renorts to the committews. |

Praasg the CIA for the obh-
jectivi. of reports to thn con-
mitres in recent years, Spurls-y
man alded: Cft is, however, es-
sential that public and (oa-
gressicenl confidence in the j
agency, now shaken hy xenent,
disclostres, b restored as:
promptlyv a mo:sxble." .

on - intelligence,
12 welcomed. fhe appomt-
ment of the presxdethal com-
mission but douhred it could
accomplisited mum in its 90-
day life,

Sen. Rictard S bohwelker
(R-Pa.) iusisted that Congress
must conduct its own inquiry.
He said .he doubted whether
a oresidential- .« panel
“dominated by thoe&é ‘oriented
‘to govermiment and the mili-
tary-intelligance establishment

can render an independent
{ judgment.” R
When Messen was asked

about “criticism in .Congress
and elsewhere that the eight-
member cornmission Mr. Ford
named Sunday fails fo repre-
sent a broad cross-section of
opinion,
had seen complaints that the
membership was too favorable
to the agency and also that it
did not know enough about it
to carry out an investigation.

said.

they had any connection with
the CIA which would hamper
them.”

Asked how the President
chose the group, Nessen said
Mr, Ford basically chose them
oa his own, “Alost of the
names came from him,” he
said, denying repoects that fors
mer Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-
N.C) or former Watergate
Special Prosecutor Leon Ja-
worski had been considered.

In reply to questions, Nes-
sen said that Vice President

H 31 5R0004X\070046-4

Rep. Lucien I\edm D-Mich. ixl
Jehairmon oxthe House sub-
1committee.
‘| said I

he replied that hel

“All of the people have been |;
- |checked,” he
would not have been picked if|’

“They |
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‘some knowledue of how the
;( JIA opeirates which would be

contiv. -



